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Hear my prayer . . MENDELSSOHN. 4d, 
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Professional Moftices. 
R. EDWARD BRANSCOMBE (Solo TENOR, 


St. Andrew’s, Wells Street), For Oratorios, Cantatas, — 


Miscellaneous Concerts, and Private Lessons.—Address, 37, Tor- 
rington Square, W.C. 


R. TREFELYN DAVID (TENOR). For 


A Oratorios, Concerts, Miscellaneous, etc.—30, Devonshire 
Street, Islington, N. 


MADAME MINNIE GWYNNE (SOPRANO). 


For Oratorios, Sacred Concerts, Organ Recitals.—18, St. 














rR. ALEXANDER TUCKER (Principal BASS in 
rixton, S.W. 





ISS COYTE TURNER (CONTRALTO). For | 


Oratorios, Concerts, Matinées, etc.—Address, 21, Alexandra 


Road, Finsbury Park, London, N 


MADAME CLARA WEST (SOPRANO), MISS 
LOTTIE WEST (CONTRALTO).—Of the Crystal Palace, 





London and Provincial Choral Societies’ Concerts, etc.—24, King | 


Edward Road, Hackney, London. 





Miss MURIEL WOOD (SOPRANO) of St. | 
J 


ames’s Hall, Crystal Palace Concerts. For Oratorios, and 
Ballad Concerts, Lessons.—11, St. Margaret’s Road, Brockley. 


D&; F. J. KARN, Mus. Bac., Cantab.;-Mus. Doc., 

Trinity College, Toronto; L. Mus. T.C.L. ; gives LESSONS 
personally or by post in HARMONY, COUNTERPOINT, FUGUE 
ORCHESTRATION, ACOUSTICS, etc., and prepares for Musical 
Examinations, Great success with candidates, test passes in 
1889 and 1890: Intermediate Mus. Bac., London, ; Mus. Doc. and 
Mus. Bac. T.C.T,; L.R.A.M.; A. Mus. and L. Mus. T.C.L. ; F.C.O., 
and A.C.O., Tonic Sol-fa College ; R.A.M. Senior Local (Honours, 
Gold Medallist, etc.). Full list of successes on application. MSS. 
corrected and revised. Terms very moderate,—70, Park Road, 
Haverstock Hill, N.W. 


Music COPYING of every kind done neatly and 
ag quickly, also TRANSPOSING.—Address, X.Y.Z., Rothesaye, 
t. bans. 


MERICAN ORGAN, nearly New, by Bell & Co. 

Original price £120. Suitable for Church, Chapel, Lecture Hall, 

Music Room, or Private Use. Two Manuals, 19 Stops, Grand Swell, 

Pedals, and all Improvements. Price 60 guineas.—Apply to Messrs. 
Weston & Harland, Upholsterers, Henley-on-Thames. 
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ticulars, One Stamp. Practical Illustrated Guide to Printing, 
64 PP», Thirteen Stamps.—Jabez Francis, Rochford, Essex. 


RGAN. A TWO-MANUAL PIPE ORGAN, 
powerful Tone, rt Stops, full compass Pedals, and Pedal Organ, 
Speaking Front, richly decorated, and others of smaller dimensions. 
Also a TWO-MANUAL AMERICAN ORGAN, 11 Stops, full compass 
Pedals, C.O. Scale, Foot and Side Blower. By eminent Maker. 
Bargains.—Wm. Bate & Co., 9, Burdett Road, Bow Road, London, E. 


EFECTIVE FINGERS (Weak, Crooked, or Stiff), 

fully Cured, and Prepared for Playing, by German Professor of 

Music, R.A.M. Lessons, 25, 6d.; also by liner —-Adirent, Herr 
Althaus, 87, Iverson Road, West Hampstead. 


IANOFORTES THOROUGHLY CLEANED, 

We and Improved in Tone and Touch; also correctly 

Tuned. Model Harmonium for Sale, good and cheap.—J. Sparrow, 
94, Cassland Road, South Hackney. 
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ORIGINAL VOLUNTARIES. 
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Composed by G. H. SWIFT. 


| 
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| This work should be in the hands of every lover of well-written Organ 
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Makers, Ed. Snell & Co., 32, Ledbury Road, Bayswater, W. 
Established 1864. 
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THE PRIZE TUNE » 
TO “Press on, press on! 
“1 think when | read.” A glorious throng.” 





COMPOSED BY 


ARTHUR BERRIDGE. 


Also by the same Composer, 
Dedicated by Special and Gracious Permission to H.R.H. the Princess of Wales, 


ST. ALBAN’S FESTAL MARCH. 
“Won universal favour . . 
| festivals.” — The Graphic. i 
‘* A bright and stirring composition.” — Western Daily Press. 
‘A very good march.” —Nonconformist Musical Fournal. 


PIANO SOLO, OR WITH PEDAL OBLIGATO FOR ORGAN. 
Post Free, 1/6. 


TOQUE BLEVE GAVOTTE. 


“A bright and sparkling gavotte, with a very graceful trio.”"—Amia 
Record. 


Journal. 


PIANO SOLO, 1/6. PIANO AND VIOLIN, 2/0. Post Free, 


With Accompaniment for Organ or Pianoforte. 4d. 


short ; thus one, or more, may be sung by a Choir while the special 
collection or weekly offering is being taken. 


‘* Specially suited for small choirs.’ 
“No 
Record. 


advanced choirs.”— Yorkshire Musician. 
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. well suited for sacred or secular 


“This is a very pretty and easy gavotte.”—Nonconformist Musicad 
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TEN SCRIPTURE SENTENCES Set to MUSIC. 


The words are selected for their appropriateness, and each setting is. 

















‘The music is simple, bright, and melodious.” ) Nonconformist Musical 





5 ournal. 
$. 1, 3, 5, 6, and 7, in particular, are really beautiful.” —A mia 


“These sentences are good, and evince considerable musicianship on 
the part of the writer. We can heartily recommend them to moderately 
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| out a lot of incompetent people. 


saalaiiin and notoriety than they would receive 


in the choir. Thus their vanity is satisfied. 
Persons who have a very high opinion of them- 


| selves as solo singers are usually of little use in 
| a choir; they are so afraid to strain their voice, 


or they fear to catch cold, and cannot therefore 
attend church on wet days. Choirmasters are 


| better without the assistance of these faddy and 


delicate vocalists; for besides rendering little or 

no help in the singing, they are liable to inoculate 

some of the other singers with their self-conceit. 
The necessary tests as to quality of voice and 


_ general musical knowledge deter some capable 


singers from offering their services as choir 
members. We regret that the help of efficient 
vocalists should be lost from this cause, but we 
| have no doubt these tests are the means of keeping 
A choir of twelve 
thoroughly good singers is far better than one of 
twenty who sing incorrectly. The standard of 


| these tests should go up, and not down. 
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Scarcity of Singers. 


A CORRESPONDENT in our last issue laments the 
fact that in many churches there is a great scarcity 
of choir singers. That this is a difficulty which a 
large number of choirmasters have to contend 
with is only too well known to us, and is to be 
deplored by all who are anxious that the musical 
services should be conducted with efficiency. 
What is the cause of it? It certainly cannot be 
that there are not amongst the congregation ladies 
and gentlemen of sufficient musical education to 
undertake the duties. The fact is that many of 
them decline to belong to the choir because 
they feel it is infra dig.to do so. They do not 
particularly object to sit in the next pew to some 
one beneath them in the scale of social life : but to 
sit in the choir seat, with the son of their butcher 
or the daughter of their baker, is more than their 
respectability will tolerate. Alas, that such pride 
should be found amongst the members of our 
congregations ! 

Years ago there was undoubtedly a very general 
impression that the singers belonged to a lower 
class of beings, and were therefore regarded as 
inferiors. It is high time, however, that choristers 
were looked upon as co-workers with the pastors. 

Others who have considerable vocal ability, 
prefer to reserve their efforts for the concert plat- 
form or the evening party. Here they get more 





The sons and daughters of our best families 
should be the most prominent members of our 
choirs. Their education, and the leisure at their 


disposal, should enable them to perform the duties * 


satisfactorily. If ministers and church officers 
would encourage these young people to take an 
interest in the work of the choir, many of them 
would respond to the appeal. 

Tue Rev. R. Berry, minister of Islington Con- 
gregational Chapel, and his deacons have shown 
their wisdom by consulting their choir in the 
selection of an organist. Very properly, the 
deacons looked into the testimonials as_ to 
character, etc., of the various candidates. Having 
selected several, who in their opinion seemed suit- 
able, the final choice was left to the choir. Will 
church authorities please note this for future 
guidance ? 





Mr. W. G. McNaucut, A.R.A.M., has just con- 
cluded a series of most interesting lectures on 
Sunday School music, in connection with the 
Sunday School Union. The subject is an impor- 
tant one, and we hope and believe the treatment 
of it by such a capable authority will raise the 
standard of music suitable for children’s services. 





Here is a novel suggestion, worthy of considera- 
tion. -A London correspondent has seen a pro- 
gramme of invitation to a “book concert” to 
be given by the choir of a suburban church. 
Admission is to be accorded on a single and 
indispensable condition which gives its specific 
name to the concert. This condition is that every 
person shall be the bearer of “one or. more 
suitable books (new or second-hand) for the en- 
largement of the Sunday School library.” 





A writer in The Freeman gives a curious in- 
stance of the evil of the haphazard omission of 
verses of hymns. He says:—Some time since 
your correspondent took a morning service for an 
honoured brother. There was a large congrega- 
tion. . He selected his own .hymns for the service. 
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The first one was Hymn 167, ‘Psalms and 
Hymns,” commencing : 


“Yes, the Redeemer rose ; 
The Saviour left the dead.” 


To his great dismay the precentor gave out the 
hymn, read four lines, announced the tune, and 
said, ‘‘ We shall omit the second verse.” Instantly 
the preacher arose, and had the temerity to say, 
“Pray sing the entire hymn without omission.” 
It was soon seen why he thus spoke :— 


“Tn wild dismay, 
The guards around 
Fell to the ground, 
And sank away.” 
* + * * * 


“Then back to heaven they fly, 
And the glad tidings bear : 
Hark ! as they soar on high, 
What music fills the air!” 


[1st v.] 


[3rd v.] 





Tue Association of Tonic Sol-fa Choirs will give 
their seventh annual festival at the Crystal Palace 
on June 14th. Sir John Stainer’s popular cantata, 
“The Daughter of Jairus,” and a selection will 
Sir John Stainer has kindly 
consented to conduct his own work, and Mr. W.G. 
McNaught will conduct the second part. 





WE would earnestly impress upon the members 
of the choirs connected with the Nonconformist 
Choir Union the necessity for pushing the sale of 
tickets for the Festival on June 7th, and this for 
two reasons: (1) The small commission allowed 
on the sale of these tickets is ¢he only source of in- 
come the Union has. As the necessary expenses 
in arranging such a festival are great, unless the 
sale of tickets is large there will certainly be a 
financial failure. (2) The committee are anxious 
to secure a large audience. We trust, therefore, 
that each member of every choir will make an 
effort to assist the Union in this way. To prevent 
any misconception, we may say that the Union 
will derive no benefit whatever from payment at 
the gates. The tickets will be ready very shortly. 
Friends desiring to attend the Festival can obtain 
these tickets from any of the choirs ; from the Hon. 
Sec., Mr. T. R. Croger, 114, Wood Street, E.C. ; 
or from our Office. 





Mr. Minshall will hold rehearsals for the forth- 
coming Festival as follows : Nottingham (May sth), 
Burton-on-Trent (6th), Brighton (14th), Folkestone 
(21st), Ipswich (22nd), Kettering (28th), Bourne- 
mouth (June 2nd), Tunbridge (4th), Welling- 
borough (5th). He will also hold rehearsals at 
several other provincial towns, and in different dis- 
tricts of London ; but the dates are not yet fixed. 





It has been arranged that the two Handel 
choruses, “Now by day’s retiring lamp,” and 
possibly one or two other pieces, to be sung at 
the Festival, shall be accompanied by the Crystal 
Palace Orchestra, augmented by additional players. 
Any friends able and willing to assist in the 
band upon this occasion, should at once send an 
intimation to Mr. T. R. Croger, 114, Wood Street, 








E.C., stating what instrument they play. Choir- 
masters and others interested in the Union will 
perhaps bring this invitation before the notice of 


good amateur players. 





The prize anthem by Mr. Kingston is not yet 
ready. It will, however, be published during the 


month. 








Parisian Churches at Castertide. 
By THE EDITOR. 

AFTER a winter of exceptionally heavy musical work, 
which has made a severe strain upon my strength, I 
felt that a thorough change of scene was the best 
remedy I could get to renew my usual vigour. With 
only a few days at my disposal, to go any great dis- 
tance was impossible ; but a trip to Paris was not only 
feasible but tempting. I have always understood that 
the music in the churches there on Easter Sunday is 
unusually fine, and I was anxious to hear it. My wish 
was to have heard the sombre services of Good Friday 
as a contrast to the bright and joyful strains of Easter 
Sunday. A special musical service on Good Friday 
at the City Temple, however, prevented me starting till 
the Saturday morning. 

It was a lovely spring day, the sun shining brightly, 
as a friend and I travelled through “the garden of 
England,” ex route for Dover. The sea has no terrors 
for me so far as mal de mer is concerned; but on this 
occasion it was exceedingly calm, so everyone on board 
apparently enjoyed the trip to Calais, which was ac- 
complished in an hour and five minutes. Here we 
were packed in a “stuffy” carriage with five French 
people; and, vié Amiens, we made our way to Paris. 
More uninteresting scenery it is almost impossible to 
imagine. The country is bare and flat, and the absence 
of trees (except of a very stinted growth) gives an 
appearance of poverty. It was, indeed, a contrast to 
the undulating and well-wooded county of Kent. 
Punctual to the minute we reached Paris ; and having 
written beforehand for rooms, we were soon settled 
in a most comfortable hotel. 

On Sunday we started early for the Madeleine, 
where I understood the best music was to be heard. 
On our way we turned into St. Roch Church, where 
Mass had already begun. The building was very 
crowded. We only remained a few moments, but it 
was sufficient time to learn there was a capital choir, 
with good solo voices in it, and that the orchestra 
was thoroughly efficient. Arriving at the Madeleine, 
we found the church already full, though the time for 
High Mass was not for another hour. There was a 
service of some kind going on, however, the precise 
nature of which we were unable to ascertain. Several 
priests were performing various antics at the altar; and 
though nothing was said or sung that we could hean 
the congregation evidently understood what was being 
done, for they knelt or stood as was expected of them. 
Precisely at eleven o'clock the priests, choristers, etc., 
entered in grand procession, taking up their position 
at the high altar, and one of Haydn’s Masses began 
immediately. The singing was exceedingly good, the 
parts being well balanced, and the expression almost 
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perfect. The boy who took the treble solos had a 
voice of exceptional purity, which travelled well over 
the whole building, large as it is. The tenor, too, sang 
remarkably well, but the bass, who had a voice of great 
power, adopted that most objectionable tremolo style, 
which, in my opinion, greatly marred the effect. The 
orchestral accompaniments were admirable; though, 
perhaps, the brass instruments were occasionally too 
prominent. An organ placed at the back of the altar 
was also used, but ¢#e organ—a very fine and powerful 
instrument—placed over the west doorway, was rarely 
played in the service. In the concluding voluntary we 
had the opportunity of hearing its good qualities. The 
officiating priest, who occasionally intoned a few 
sentences, possessed a very loud and coarse voice. 
We thought when everything else failed he could get 
a good living as a costermonger, or by shouting “’Taturs 
all ’ot!” The music throughout the service was most 
impressive, and though partaking somewhat of a per- 
formance, certainly had a religious effect upon one. 
The reverence of the congregation was particularly 
noticeable ; whatever may be thought of the Catholic 
religion, there can be no question as to the devoutness 
of the worshippers. Protestants may take a lesson 
from them in this matter. 

Those persons who object to an offertory at each 
service may be ‘interested to know that we had three 
collections, besides bags held at the doors as we went 
out. A priest, attended by a church officer, gorgeously 
“clothed in purple and fine linen,” and who, judging 
from his sleek and fat appearance, likewise “fared 
sumptuously every day,” waited upon the congregation 
at three points of the service with the money-bag. 
The officer, with wand in hand, marched first, and 
every few moments violently struck the floor with his 
stick, exclaiming something in French. I presume this 
was to inform the people that the priest was close 
behind, ready to receive their offerings; but it was 
easy to imagine that this over-dressed and pompous 
individual was striking the floor in a fit of passion 
because the congregation did not give enough! It is 
but fair to the priest to say that he only presented the 
bag to those who showed any signs of giving, though 
by perpetually shaking the coins he let all know of 
his presence and his object. In addition to the three 
collections, we were waited upon by a woman who 
demanded a small charge for the chairs. 

The character of the Parisian Sunday is well known. 
In the afternoon we found military bands performing 
at several places, and the young men playing football 
or some other game. The various public places were 
crowded, and any signs of Sabbath observance were 
conspicuous by their absence. Admission to most of 
the exhibitions and entertainments was_ half-price. 
Near the entrance to one very large building we saw 
a long line of carriages waiting. .On making inquiry, 
we ascertained that horse-jumping and steeple-chases 
were going on. On every side it was apparent that 
Sunday is a general holiday. 

On Easter Monday we saw the funeral of a Catholic. 
Visiting an imposing church, we found the service going 
on. The coffin was placed in the centre aisle, near the 
altar, and round it was burning an array of candles. 











From the large number of people present, we came to 
the conclusion that the deceased must have been some 


well-known person. The music was certainly im-- 


pressive. Its minor and weird tones seemed very 
suitable to the occasion. Towards the end of tiie 
service, the priests left the altar and stood round the 
coffin, throwing holy water upon it, and intoning 
several prayers. All the congregation, as they left the 
church, went up to the coffin, the men on one side, and 
the women on the other, each one showering holy 
water, like the priests. The undertakers then ap- 
peared, and carried the coffin to the hearse, and the 
procession moved off to the cemetery. The priest and 
church officer marched round for a collection, as already 
described, so even funeral services are not exempt from 
offertories. 

Later in the day, at the Madeleine, we saw the 
funeral of a poor child, but the priests made very short 
work of this, for the funeral party were not in the 
church more than ten minutes altogether. Certainly 
there was a grand musical service going on at the time, 
which may be the explanation ; or the fact that there was 
no collection may have had something to do with it. 

We were fortunate in seeing various ceremonies of 
the Romish Church, for we now accidentally came upon 
a christening. Anything more ridiculous it is impossible 
to conceive. The child operated upon was probably 
six or seven years old. First, the priest forced some- 
thing into his mouth; then he was (I presume) anointed, 
for something out of a box was placed on his head ; 
then he was held sideways over a large basin, and a 
small jug of holy water poured over his head. A 
lighted candle was now given him to hold, and after 
that a white cloth was placed on his head while the 
priest intoned a prayer. There was no music at this 
service, except what the poor child himself provided ; 
and with so much unpleasantness to go through, he 
certainly let the congregation know he had strong, 
healthy lungs. : 

I cannot now describe our visit to the many places 
of interest to be seen in or near Paris. Many of 
them are very beautiful, and some are full of his- 
torical interest. We thoroughly enjoyed our trip; but, 
for all that, we came to the conclusion, “ There’s no 
place like home.” 


. e 

Expression in Singing. 
Music, both vocal and instrumental, depends in no 
small degree upon its expression, which gives, to vocal 
music especially, its paramount charm. The singer, 
whether soloist or choral singer, should read the words 
carefully and repeat them until he is able to give their 
due articulation before attempting the music, and en- 
deavour to enter into the spirit of what he is going to 
sing; he should try to throw himself into the mental 
attitude, so. to speak, of the composer, who, if he pos- 
sesses the true spirit of music, will haye wedded the 
words and music together. 

Having grasped the ideas expressed by the words, he 
should take up the music and try how best to clothe the 
dominant thoughts and phrases with sound, keeping the 
sound at the same time subservient to the sense. - 

Thus will the practice of music, especially of song, be 
profitable to the singer, and convey to the heart or mind 
of the hearer the ideas the composer intended. 
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MWusic at Christ Church, estminster 
Bridge Koad, 


Curist Cuurcn, Westminster Bridge Road, more 
popularly known as “ Newman Hall’s,” will be 
found very near the head of the list of places of 
worship in London which visitors from the pro- 
vinces, from the colonies, and from the great 
Western Continent are bound to attend; and in 
any complete history of “London south of the 
Thames ” the existence and activities of this church 
—founded by Rowland Hill, and presided over for 
so many years by the late James Sherman and by 
its present widely-known and respected pastor, the 
Rev. Newman Hall—must occupy an interesting 
and an important place. Surrey Chapel, now filled 
with a vast collection of agricultural implements 
and general ironmongery, was for manyeyears the 
centre of much religious and benevolent work, and 
was justly celebrated for the care therein bestowed 
upon the psalmody. It was there that for many 
years what was called the Great Annual Missionary 
Sermon was preached ; and the musical part of the 
service, once heard and taken part in, was never to 
be forgotten. About fourteen years ago the con- 
gregation migrated to Christ Church, which is a 
wonderful testimony to the energy and self-sacrifice 
of pastor and people ; and its noble tower and spire 
commemorate alike the splendid work of Abraham 
Lincoln and the generosity of American citizens. 
But our special business is connected with the 
psalmody, and we proceed to give our readers 
some notes of a visit paid on a bright, though cold, 
Sunday morning in April. Passing into the church, 
we find that our ordinary hymn-books will not be 
required, a special book for the use of the congre- 





gation having been compiled by the pastor. This 


| hymn-book contains, we find, about 590 hymns and 


passages of Scripture arranged for chanting. We 
also observe that visitors are requested to consider 
appropriated but unoccupied “sittings” as reserved 
until after the Psalms, 

We choose a seat in the gallery, and find a con- 


| | gregation which would well fill an ordinary place of 
| worship, but which in so vast a building leaves a 
| good many places unoccupied. The organ is placed 
| in the orthodox position, on the north side of the 
| chancel, immedjately behind the pulpit—the choir 


having a snug gallery to themselves on the opposite 


| side of the chancel, the singers facing the organ and 


at right angles with the main body of the church. 


| Mr. Griffiths, the organist (whose likeness we give 
| herewith), was in his place, and with a short extem- 


pore voluntary—commencing very softly, and intro- 
ducing brief snatches of melody on flute and stopped 
diapason—“ played in” the choir, numbering about 


| twenty-six voices in all; about half were ladies. 


The Rev. Newman Hall was assisted by his 
colleague, the Rev. H. Grainger. As many of our 
readers are probably aware, the order of service 
adopted at Christ Church is that in use in churches 
of the Countess of Huntingdon’s Connexion, and 
includes a considerable part of the Liturgy of the 
Established Church. The service was opened’ by 
the singing of part of the hymn, “ Hallelujah! 
Hallelujah!” (8.7.) to the fune Victory, from 
“Palestrina.” For so bright a hymn the singing 
seemed a little thin and lagging, though organist 
and choir did their best. 

The Venite was sung to a single chant. In 
this both choir and congregation were quite ez 
évidence, leaving Mr. Griffiths at liberty to enrich 
the accompaniments here and there by means 
of his solo stops, without interfering with the 
harmonies as printed. The last line of the psalm, 
“That they should not enter into My rest,” was 
not (as it too often is) “rushed,” but given with a 
well-marked and impressive rallentando. Coming 
to the psalm for the day, the 68th, “ Let God 
arise,” we must confess to a slight sense of dis- 
appointment at finding so pre-eminently a lyric 
composition read, and notchanted. Mr. Grainger’s 
rich voice was distinctly heard, and the congregation 
read well together, as also in the Litany ; but with 
so good an organist and so fine an organ—Lewis, 
three manuals, by the way—how much more 
effective, and intelligent, and inspiring, this part of 
the service might have been made! And the choir 
probably would not think such a considerable 
addition to their work at all burdensome. 

Garrett’s Ze Deum in D, and Elford’s Jubilate 
in BD), were the most noticeable portions of 
the service. The former is a rather ornate and 
scarcely “congregational” composition, and the 
choir seemed to have it quite to themselves; at 
least, we did not discover a copy of the music 
outside the choir. It was well sung—two or 
three short unaccompanied passages being very 
sweet and in perfect tune. In the /orte pas- 
sages, as in several of the more jubilant lines of 
the hymns, the organ was rather too loud, Mr. 
Griffiths being (if we may so say without offence) 
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rather partial to the use of his “reeds.” Th 
Jubilate was evidently better known, and was 
joined in by many of the congregation. The best 
sample of congregational singing was the hymn, 
“ Rejoice, the Lord is King,” sung very heartily to 
Darwell’s well-known tune. The difficulty in this 
tune is at starting. Beginning on a low note, the 
organ is apt to lose “touch” with the people, who 
find it easier to begin at the second than at the first 
word. With this exception, the “attack” was 
good, and what attention to light and shade is 
possible in hymns of this character was not 
wanting. 


o 


In introducing several notices, Mr. Hall referred | % ' 
| of the congregation used to light their way to Surrey 


to the desirability of every member of the congre- 
gation having a hymn-book to lend to visitors, and 
among the notices was one of a performance, on 
the following Tuesday evening, of Mendelssohn’s 
“Hymn of Praise” in the church by the choir and 
friends. 

The sermon, preceded by silent and by an 
extempore prayer, was based on the words, 
“Yea, rather, who is risen again ”—a bright and 
eloquent discourse by Mr. Hall, appropriate to 
Eastertide—and was followed by the hymn, “I 
know that my Redeemer lives,’ to Gibraltar, 
a $ tune, which was sung with suitable vivacity. 
During the singing the offertory for church 
expenses was taken, and after the Benediction, 
we were played out with a melodious but not 
particularly elaborate postlude, the ministers ‘the 
while exchanging cordial greetings with members 
of the retiring congregation. 

In concluding our brief notice, a word of sugges- 
tion, rather than of criticism, may be added.: (i.) The 
number or name of the tunes to be sung might be 
announced with advantage. (ii.) The choir, well 
trained and efficient as it is, would bear augmenta- 
tion in the alto and bass parts. The acoustic 
properties of the spacious church probably demand 
a larger proportion than usual of the “under” 
parts. (iii.) Now that collections are taken from 
pew to pew, would it not be advisable to set 
apart three or four minutes for this very service- 
able part of the worship? The twelve or more 
good brethren who collect during the singing of 
the hymn must needs lose their part in this 
exercise, and the benevolent worshipper seems 
to need, for the moment, a third hand. The 
bowls in use are substantial structures, want 
grasping firmly, and have to be handed on with 
care. With your hymn-book—or half thereof—in 
one hand, you find a coin and deposit it with the 
other, feeling the while some little anxiety as to 
whether the book or the bowl, if the worst come 
to the worst, shall be let fall. A suitable voluntary 
during the collection (introducing, perhaps, the 
melody of the coming tune) should be worth 
listening to; then,” the offerings having been 
safely gathered in, ail could join in the hymn 
without distraction or hindrance. This quite 
ordinary plan would, as we think, be an advantage 
in a service which, taken as a whole, may be 
regarded as a model service, combining, as it 
does, the best features of our Established and of 
our Nonconformist modes of worship. 








4 Celebrated Monconformist Drganist: 
Benjamin Jacob, of Surrey Chapel. 


By F. G. Epwarps. 
(Concluded from p. 58.) 


[Since the first instalment of this article was printed the 
following additional information has been obtained, 
and is inserted here in order to make this sketch 
more complete, ] 


REGARDING the lighting arrangements in the ante-gas 
days (page 57, par. 2), I find that owing to the absence 
ot lamps in St. George’s Fields, now the New Cut, some 


Chapel with lanterns. On their arrival they would put 
the lanterns under the seats, having previously ex- 
tracted the candles, which thereby became available 
for use when the singing came on, as it was quite a 
a common thing for a worshipper to hold his music 
book in one hand and his candle in the other. Snuffers, 


| therefore, became an article of church furniture; and 


Evans, Rowland Hill’s Welsh clerk, seems also to have 
been superintendent of the snuffing department, or 
chief snuffer. If, after having discharged his snuffing 
duties, or wick-head functions, Evans thought the sing- 
ing was getting too slow, he would go to the organ 
gallery and beat time on the brass rail with his 
snuffers ! 

Dr. E. J. Hopkins has very kindly sent me the follow- 
ing authentic specification of the old Surrey organ, 
which will replace Mr. Thomas Hill's “probable 
description,” given on p. 58. This, the first organ 
was erected by Elliot in 1793; it was followed by 
Willis’s instrument, opened by Mr. William Rea, on 
January 12th, 1858 :-— 

SurrReY CHapet, Row .anp HI Lt’s, 

Organ, built by Elliot, has two rows of keys from GG to F, long 
octaves. Swell toF, PedalsuptoD. Two shifting movements : 
one leaves the 3 diapasons ; the other, diapasons, principal, and flute. 
Organist : Mr. B. Jacob, [The GG sharp was often omitted in 
organs of this period, which will account, for the number of the 
pipes. ] 


Great. Swell. 

Open Diapason . ° - 58 | Open Diapason . . «ae 
Open Diapason. . . 58 | Stopped Diapason . . 37 
; Principal . ° ° 

Stopped Diapason . . 58 | Cornet, 3ranks(>) . . a1 
Princifel:. .. os is et SEL Pe ee we 
Flute . @ ‘ ‘ . 58 Swell . + 259 
Teh. 6 gas Gent. + fee 
a er Total Pipes . 1,069 
oe 


Sesquialtera, bass, 3 ranks 84 @ This clarion is only an ad- 


Cornet, treble, 3ranks . 90 | ditional trumpet, 

ay 
Mixture, 2 ranks inks heart The lower rank of the cornet 
; is the principal, which is con- 
Trumpet . . . . 581 nected with it. 





58 N.B.—An octave of Pedal 

Pipes was subsequently added, 

which would increase the total 
810 number of pipes to 1,081, 

“The Surrey Chapel organ, by Elliot,” says Hughson, in his 
“History of London” (1807), “is particularly noticed for its sweet- 
ness of tone as well as for its extensive powers, which are so 
great, that in one of the hymns descriptive of thunder, many of the 
audience have fainted.” 


I have not been able to obtain the exact date of 
Jacob's birth; but he was baptized at the Church 
of St. Giles’-in-the-Fields, on April 26th, 1778, the 


Clarion (*) . 
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baptismal register stating him to be the son of Benjamin 
and Mary Jacob. For several years he spelt his surname 
Jacobs, whether by accident or design I cannot say. 
His “ recommendation form” for the Membership of 
the Royal Society of Musicians—dated August 4th, 
1799, and bearing the signature of his nominator, 
Dr. Arnold—states that “Benjamin Jacobs . . . has 
studied and practised musick for a livelihood seven 
years; is mot a married man. He is organist of Surry 
Chapel; and has many scholars; is 21 years of age.” 
His acceptance of the conditions of Membership is 
signed “B. Jacobs,” yet the necessary baptismal 
certificate which accompanied the application gives 
“ Benjamin Jacob,” without the s.* Moreover, the title 
pages of most of his compositions bear the added 
sibilant: and Miss Eliza Wesley, daughter of Jacob’s 
friend, Samuel Wesley, in a recent letter to the writer 
says: ‘I have been so accustomed to hear the name 
spelt as above [Jacobs] that I adhere to it.” He seems 
to have reverted to the original spelling about 1810, 
so far as I can ascertain; but according to living testi- 
mony he was always known as Jacobs. None of his 
biographers have called attention to the altered spelling 
of his name. 

On p. 58, col. 1, last line, for 1828, read 1818 ; and on 
p. 58, col. 2, just before Zo be continued, add :—While he 
was at “Surry” (as it was often spelt), he was invited 
to become organist of the Lock Chapel, Clapham and 
Lambeth Churches —the last-named “ partially,” he 
says. He would probably have secured the rever- 
sion of the Abbey appointment had he acceded to 
Arnold’s wish to become his deputy. 

Dr. Hopkins has told me the following ark-like 
incident in connection with Jacob when he was 
organist at St. John's, Waterloo Road, where there was 
the representation of a dove in the stained east win- 
dow. “On one occasion Jacob's wonderful vo// on 
the organ was so effective, that it caused the dove 
to fly clean out of the window!” 

But to resume. 

The incident in Jacob's life which has most interest 
to musicians, and especially to organists, was his in- 
stitution of a series of organ performances at Surrey 
Chapel in the year 1808, of airs, choruses, and fugues 
played upon the organ alone, without the interspersion 
of vocal pieces. It is very probable that these per- 
formances were the first organ recitals ever given in 
this country. If so, all honour to Jacob for his happy 
idea. In this and the following year, 1809, Samuel 
(often called “Old Sam”) Wesley—the son of Charles 
Wesley the hymn-writer, and nephew of John Wesley 
the founder of Methodism—addressed to Jacob, as 
a kindred spirit, a remarkable series of letters re- 
lating to the works of John Sebastian Bach, which 
at that time were very little known or understood 
in this country. These letters (24 in number) were 
published in 1875, by Miss Eliza Wesley, the writer’s 
daughter. The originals, quarto size, bound up with 
three programmes of organ recitals at Surrey Chapel, 
formerly belonged to Sterndale Bennett. At his death 
they were bought by the late Mr. Henry Littleton (of 





*I am indebted to Mr. Stanley Lucas, Secretary of the Royal 
Society of Musicians, for kindly allowing me to see these interest- 
ing documents, 





Messrs. Novello & Co.) for £11, who presented them 
to the library of the old Sacred Harmonic Society. 
They are now the property of the Royal College of 
Music. Sir George Grove has very kindly allowed 
me to peruse this volume, and to make copies 
of the programmes, none of which are printed in 
Miss Wesley’s little book. Wesley addresses the 
letters ‘To Mr. Jacobs, at Charlotte Street, Black 
Friars Road.” They abound in curious and amusing 
phrases and are full of entertaining humour. Space 
will not permit of more than a few quotations as 
samples, though- these lose much of their force. by 
being separated from the context. “I am glad to find 
that Sebastian [Bach] is to be heard even ‘out of the 
mouths of Babes and Sucklings.’” ‘The organ is 
King, be the Blockheads ever so unquiet.” The refer- 
ences to a bilious attack and its cure, to his pupils and 
their governesses, are very droll; as is also an account 
of a visit to Birmingham, where at the theatre he played 
a fantasia on “Roly Poly, Gammon, and Spinach ;” 
“which,” he says, “tickled the tobies of the Button 
Makers at such a rate that I thought I never should 
have gotten off the stage, at least till I had broken 
my Back with Bowing.” Throughout the letters he 
constantly refers to Bach as THE MAN, written in 
large capitals. Bach was Wesley's idol, and he, in 
conjunction with Jacob and C. F. Horn did much to 
propagate a love for Bach’s music in this country. 

In 1809 the organ recitals were given by Jacob in 
conjunction with Wesley, each playing alternately, and 
in ‘1811, 1812, and 1814, with Dr. Crotch. These per- 
formances, which consisted almost entirely of organ 
music, began at eleven o’clock in the morning; they 
lasted from three to four hours, and the audiences 
numbered three thousand people. “Mr. Jacobs,” says 
Wesley, ‘caused a list of every article to be printed 
and circulated in every quarter where the tickets of 
admission were deposited ; and as the perfomance was 
entirely gratuitous, the invitations were readily enough 
accepted. . . . The whole performance, was executed 
with accuracy and precision, and the hearers professed 
themselves universally gratified and satisfied with every 
portion of it.” At one or two of the recitals Wesley or 
Salomon played the violin in concert with the organ, 
but there was no vocal music. The following pro- 
gramme of the recital on May 21st, 1812, by Crotch 
and Jacob, with Salomon (violin), will give some idea 
of the musical meal on these occasions :— 


SURREY CHAPEL. 
PROGRAMME OF MAY 21, 1812. ” 
To Commence at Eleven, a.m. 


[Abbreviations :—C. = Crotch ; J. = Jacob; S,= Salomon. Also 
several of the titles to save space,] 


Part I, 

C. ‘We praise Thee” . Dettingen Te Deum . Handel 
oS MMP eerth? ki otc ” ’ ” 

» “To Thee all angels” . ” ” . ” 

» “To Theecherubin” . Pe ” ee ” 

J. Prelude & fugue E flat, 3 flats . «  » 906, Bach 
»  “Heshallfeed” . aa . Messiah . Handel 
»  “SurelyHehathborne” .  . ‘+ 2 ” 

»  “AndwithHis stripes”  . m os > ee 

»  “Allwelikesheep” . .. . oe ‘ ps 

C. “Recordare Jesu pie” . - Requiem . Mozart 
» ‘The mighty power” . Athaliah . Handel 
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S.&J.Sonata—organandviolin . . . . « Seb. Bach 
C. Nightingale chorus ‘ é . Solomon . Handel 
»  ‘¥Fromthecenser” . ° on ‘ - 
J. t: Oo —* what Int’rest shall \ Dies Ire , La Trobe 
» “Thea mighty, formidable King” 99 e pm 
»  Thirdorganconcerto . .  . . . « Handel 
» The marvellous work” Creation . Haydn 


. Agostino . Hasse 
Creation . Haydn 


C. “Inspira O Deus” 
»  ‘* Awake the harp” 


J. “Voluntary in D, 2 sharps . S. Wesley 

» ‘Prelude and fugue in B, 5 sharps . Seb. Bach 

C. Prelude and fugue, on a subject by Muffat. . Crotch 

»  “OLord, in Thee” DettingenTe Deum, Handel 
Part II, 

Js: NS oe a es ie Se ee? ct 

C.  “ How excellent ” ‘ ‘ , <= he oe oe 

» ‘An infant raised” “ . “eee eg ” 

»,  “ Along the monster atheist ‘strode” rs » 

» The youth inspired” Ge ie ee ee » 

» Our fainting courage ” Pm » 

”» ** How excellent” . P . . ee ae te 

» “Hallelujah!” ae. Sat set wl Spe gee ey ” 

S. & J. Sonata—organ and violin . Seb. Bach 
C. Eleventh grand concerto. ‘ ‘ . « Handel 
yj 'Ohwettee”,. « . ‘s- & Alege. ” 

9 * Domine salvum fac” . 7 é " s - Novello 

’” “Gloria Patri” : r . F P - »” 

” “ Sicuterat in Principo” . é ” 

C. ‘Music spread thy voice around” Solomon . Handel 

»  “Nowadiff’rent measure try” . én ‘ ” 

»  “Drawthetear” . P ; 90 P ” 

»  ‘'* Thus rolling surges rise” . » ‘ » 

J. Sarabande ; pms . Seb. Bach 

» Imitation ofa thunder storm (Extempore) » B. Jacob 

»  “ The heavens are telling” . Creation . Haydn 
a } «Hallelujah !"—asaduet. . Messiah . Handel 


THE END, 


Here we haye no less than forty-six items, and some 
of them are rather long. To sit out such a programme 
of organ mugic nowadays, even with the free admission 
as granted by Jacob, would produce organic dyspepsia. 

Jacob was on very good terms with his minister, 
and Rowland Hill sometimes indulged in mild jokes 
with his organist. One very fine day, when the sky 
was cloudless and the glass at “set fair,” Jacob called 
at the parsonage with a huge umbrella under his arm, 
and Mr. Hill began to chaff him about it. The organist 
said the reason he took it with him was that, “ Moore’s 
Almanack prophesied that it was to be ‘wet weather’ 
to-day.” Rowland Hill was highly amused, and a few 
days later he sent to Jacob a barometer together with 
a poem (?) in depreciation of “Old Moore” and in 
praise of the barometer. It is too long to quote here, 
but the following lines may serve as a specimen, the 
“ prophet” being the barometer. 


“T send you a prophet more modest and shy, 
That can venture to tell you the state of the sky ; 
When from pupil to pupil you fly like a bee 
To teach tweedle-dum and eke tweedle-dee ; 
‘This prophet, if minded, will tell to a tee 
How far your umbrella is needed or no, 
To cover your noddle from hail, rain, or snow. 
Then give my poor prophet a place in your house, 
And there he’ll abide as still as a mouse.” 
* oe - * * 


Rowland Hill refused to allow any voluntaries in 
his chapel on Sundays,—which may possibly account for 
the extraordinary length of Jacob’s recital-programmes, 
—so he thought it only fair to give Jacob a sanctified 
opportunity of showing his powers by allowing an 
annual performance ot sacred music for the benefit 





of the ‘Rowland Hill Almshouses "—one for Jacob 
and two for the almshouses. The chapel was always 
crowded on these occasions ; the tickets of admission 
were five shillings each, and the amount annually realized 
was £200, though Jacob records that Ae lost £20 by 
each performance. Choruses were sung to the accom- 
paniment of organ, trumpet (played by the elder Thomas 
Harper), and double drums. Amongst former members 
of the choir were Mr. Willis, father of the eminent 
organ builder, and Mr. H. Stroud (Chaplin Henry). 

Jacob’s compositions were few ; they consisted chiefly 
of psalm tunes and a few glees, in addition to Dr. 
Watts’s Divine and Moral Songs (‘“ Let dogs delight,” 
etc.), set to music in a familiar style, with an accom- 
paniment for the pianoforte. He also made some organ 
arrangements from Bach, Beethoven, etc., which must 
have been somewhat of a novelty in those days. The 
collection of tunes, with appropriate symphonies, set to 
a course of psalms, and published under the title of 
“National Psalmody,” which he edited, is well known. 
Next to his masterly organ-playing, his memory was 
most fondly cherished by the old “ Surreyites” in con- 
nection with the “Surrey Chapel Music” (a separate 
work from ‘“ National Psalmody”) which he edifed and 
published in two volumes, oblong folio, with figured 
bass. These books contained the celebrated “ pieces ” 
which were sung at “ Surrey” with great heartiness and 
enjoyment. They consisted of well-known hymns set 
as duets, trios, and choruses, with organ interludes. 
Some of the settings, with their Handelian “ divisions,” 
are somewhat elaborate, but nevertheless they were 
sung with great enthusiasm by the entire congregation. 
The directions, ‘loud thunder,”—i.e. an ad /id, shake, 
followed by a chromatic run in ocfaves, in the bass— 
and “gentle thunder,’—the same as above, but without 
octaves, played Jiano, may well create a smile now ; but 
in those days these effects were accepted quite seriously, 
and were considered wonderfully effective. One of the 
tunes is “Rule, Britannia,” set to “When Jesus first 
at Heav'n’s command,” words by Rowland Hill. This 
atrocity is partially atoned for by the presence, in the 
second volume, of Handel’s “ Hallelujah” chorus. 

The pleasant relations between Jacob and Rowland 
Hill which had existed for more than thirty years, came 
to an unhappy termination in 1825. In the previous year 
St. John’s Church, Waterloo Road, was built, and the 
clergyman there invited Jacob to become his organist at 
a salary of £70, with permission to officiate once each 
Sunday at Surrey Chapel. Rowland Hill, who probably 
objected to pluralities and “half-timers,” was much 
annoyed when he heard that Jacob had accepted the 
invitation. He considered that, as Jacob’s reputation 
had been made by Surrey Chapel, he should give all 
his time to its services. A paper war ensued, into 
which much bitter feeling was thrown. The corre- 
spondence, which was afterwards published, shows 
that Rowland Hill acted with unfairness, while Jacob 
appears to have conducted his case with exemplary 
forbearance under very trying circumstances; but the 
upshot was that Jacob was discharged from Surrey 
Chapel, May 4th, 1825 (not in 1823, as stated in Grove’s 
“Dictionary of Music and Musicians”), after upwards of 
thirty years’ faithful service. Thenceforward he played 


"at St. John’s till his death. The excitement of the 
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controversy with Rowland Hill, however, proved too 
much for him; he broke a blood-vessel, upon which 
followed an illness which developed into consumption, 
and he died at College Street, Brompton, August 24th, 
1829, at the age of fifty-one years. He was buried at 
Bunhill Fields, “the Campo Santo of the Dissenters,” 
where rest the remains of John Bunyan, Daniel Defoe, 
and Isaac Watts. In the “funeral oration” at his 
grave the officiating minister said, ‘1 suppose I should 
not give offence were I to say he was the Founder of 
British Psalmody.” It is satisfactory to know that his 
old pupil and successor at “Surrey,” Mr, Heward, 
effected a complete reconciliation between Rowland 
Hill and his celebrated organist before the latter passed 
away. 

In his private life Jacob was a singularly modest and 
good man. He married very early in life, and left a 
widow and three daughters; one of them was an 
organist, and another a pianoforte teacher. His only 
son, Rowland George Benjamin Jacob, who died in 
boyhood, seems to have inherited some of his father’s 
talent. A hymn tune by him, composed at the age of 
eleven, appears in “ National Psalmody.” There is no 
doubt that Jacob was far in advance of his age in his 
special sphere of musical work ; and the last word that 
is here said about him is appropriately supplied by an 
aged member of Surrey Chapel, who when a girl often 
heard him play, and who thus writes :—‘‘ My father 
had Jacobs in great admiration for his power of reaching 
the feelings and soul of the congregation, and helping 
them to ‘sing with the understanding also.’” 

In closing this sketch of Benjamin Jacob, with its 
background of interesting musical incident, we may 


safely say, that good preaching and a bright, attractive | 


musical service went hand in hand at Surrey Chapel, with 
good results to ministers and worshippers alike. May 
not the Free Churches of the present day learn a 
lesson from the musical glories of this old sanctuary, 
and cultivate a Service of Praise which shall equal in 
power the thrilling and soul-uplifting music of old 
Surrey Chapel ? 





Che Quavering Coice, 


MANY singers, especially young singers, fall into the 
habit of using the “tremolo” or “vibrato.” The former 
is, as the word implies, a trembling of the voice, and 
may be dismissed as simply vulgar and offensive. The 
“vibrato” stands on a different footing. It is impossible 
to pass a sweeping condemnation upon it, seeing that 
it is adopted by nearly the whole Italian school—that 
school to which we are accustomed to look for the 
proper production of the voice. Where it does not 
arise from an unsteadiness due to straining the open 
tones in large theatres and music halls, it would appear 
upon analysis to be an exaggeration of the ordinary 
vibration which is essential to every well-produced note. 
It enables the singer fo obtain much greater power, 
a desideratum in opera singing and in the large concert 
halls, and, if kept within bounds, is not open to objection. 
But some singers use it to such an exaggerated extent 
that it is sometimes difficult to tell on what note the 
singer intends to dwell. The voice is swayed back- 
ward and forward instead of resting on the note, and 
this exaggeration produces a most unpleasant sensation 
on a sensitive ear. 


Monconformist Church Drgans. 
HASLINGDEN ROAD CHAPEL, RAWTENSTALL. 
Built by Henry Willis, London. 

Great Organ. 


1. Double Open Diapason metal 16 ft. 
2. Open Diapason . metal 8 ft. 
3. Gamba : ry metal 8 ft. 
4. Clarabel Flute wood 8 ft. 
5. Principal metal 4 ft. 
6. Flute Harmonique metal 4 ft. 
7. Twelfth metal 3 ft. 
8. Fifteenth metal . 2 ft. 
‘9g. Sesquialtera 5 ranks. 
10, Trumpet metal 8 ft. 
11. Clarion P ; , : metal 4 ft. 
Swell Organ. 
12. Open Diapason . metal 8 ft. 
13. Echo Dulciana . metal 8 ft. 
14. Closed Flute wood 8 ft. 
15. Principal ! . metal 4 ft. 
16, Flute . . wood and metal 4 ft. 
17. Echo Cornet. ; ; ; . 5 ranks. 
18. Contra Oboe : . metal 16 ft. 
19. Oboe . metal 8 ft. 
20, Cornopean, metal 8 ft. 
21. Clarion metal 4 ft. 
22, Tremulant . é 3 . 
Choir Organ. 
23. Dulciana . : metal 8 ft. 
24. Vox Angelica metal 8 ft. 
25. Clarabella . . wood 8 ft. 
| 26, Flute Harmonique ..metal 4 ft. 
27. Piccolo Harmonique . metal 2 ft. 
28. Clarionet metal 8 ft. 
| 29, Corno Inglese . ° metal 8 ft. 
Pedal Organ. 
30. Open Diapason . wood 16 ft. 
31. Bourdon ; ; wood 16 ft. 
32. Violone . : : , ? metal 16 ft. 
33. Violoncello metal 8 ft. 
34. Trombone . wood 16 ft. 
35. Bassoon wood 8 ft. 


Couplers. 

36. Swell to Great Unison. | 39. Swell to Choir. 

37. Swell to Great Octave. | 40. Swell to Pedals. 

38. Swell to Great Sub- | 41. Great to Pedals. 
Octave. 42. Choir to Pedals. 


Six pneumatic pistons govern the Stops of Great and 


Pedal Organs. 
Six pneumatic pistons govern the Stops of the Swell. 








Echoes from the Churches. 





(Paragraphs for this column should reach us by the 20th of the 
month.) 





METROPOLITAN. 


Bow.—An excellent concert was. given on March 
28th, by the choir of Bow Road Wesleyan Chapel, 
the principal item of the programme being Sir John 
Stainer’s cantata, “The Daughter of Jairus.” The 

| choruses were sung with much spirit, good attack, and 
| excellent attention to light and shade; a special effect 
_ was made in the chorus “ Awake thou that sleepest,” 
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which was much appreciated by the audience. The | 


cantata had the advantage of being accompanied by a 
very good orchestra, and Mr. Robert Leng (choirmaster 
of the church), who conducted, is to be congratulated on 


the excellent results of his training. The soloists were | 


Miss Armriding, Mr. Herbert Clinch, and Mr. W. 
Egerton Hall. Mr. Clinch gained much success by his 
delivery of ‘‘My hope is in the Everlasting,” and the 
duet ‘‘ Love Divine,” by Miss Armriding and Mr, Clinch 
was encored, The bass music does not afford the 
soloist much scope, but Mr. Hall sang it with much 
taste and expression. The second part. of the pro- 
gramme consisted of solos by the singers already 
named, a clarionet solo by Mr. F. W. Wood, Smart's 
‘Festal March,” played by Mr. S. H. E. Jackson, 
organist of the church, who accompanied throughout 
the concert. : 

CALEDONIAN RoAD.—On Good Friday evening, a 


sacred concert was given in the Congregational Church, | 


when a chorus of eighty voices, under the conductor- 


ship of Mr. W. Bishop, rendered “To Thee, great | 


Lord” (Rossini); “As pants the hart” (Spohr), the | 


solo being sung by Miss Wickens; ‘“O be joyful!” 
(Haydn); “The radiant morn” (Woodward); “The 
Lord is my Shepherd” (Macfarren); ‘And the 
glory of the Lord” (Handel). Mdlle. Cécile Latarche 
won great applause for her exquisite rendering of 
“For ever with the Lord” (Gounod), and “Ecce 
Homo!” (Piccolomini). Miss Annie Alpe tastefully 
sung “ But the Lord is mindful of His own” (Men- 
delssohn) and “Calvary” (Rodney). She has an 
excellent contralto voice. ‘When I survey the won- 
drous Cross” (Farmer) and “If with all your hearts” 
(Mendelssohn) were given with great expression by 
Mr. Edwin Lilley. Solos were also given by Miss 
Agnes Bearfield, Miss Edith Earl, Mr. Holden Walker, 
Mr. R. Neate (violoncello), and two organ solos by 
Mr. F. G. Howland, of Highbury Wesleyan Chapel. 
The accompaniments throughout were played by Mr. 
William E. Coe, organist and choirmaster of the 
church, by whom the concert was arranged. 


CHELSEA.—A performance of Mendelssohn’s “ St. 
Paul” was recently given at the Congregational Church, 
Markham Square. There was a large and efficient 
chorus, conducted by Mr. George Wilby, the accom- 
paniments being played by an orchestra of strings 
only with the organ, at which Mrs. Layton, F.C.O., 
as usual presided. The solo parts were sung by Miss 
Kate Cherry, Miss Laura Caber, Miss Annie Layton, 
Mr. Howden Tingey, Mr. E. F. Humphry, and Mr. 
Alfred J. Layton. 

City TEMPLE.—A special musical service was held at 
the City Temple on Good Friday morning. It was 
announced that those who wished to avoid a crush 
might obtain tickets at sixpence each. So many 
availed themselves of this privilege that with the excep- 
tion of a few back seats in the area, the building was 
well filled before the doors were opened to the non- 
paying public. In a short time there was not even 
standing room, the approaches, the platform, and even 
the pulpit being occupied, and it is estimated that 
4,000 persons had to go away disappointed. Mr. E. 
Minshall, who presided at the organ, played an open- 
ing voluntary, and the congregation sang ‘“ Weeping 
as they go their way.” The Lord’s Prayer was intoned 
with an organ accompaniment, and Mr. J. T. Taylor 
sang ‘ Comfort ye My people.” Dr. Parker read two 
appropriate lessons, between which Miss Ada Rose 
gave a successful rendering of Handel’s “He was 
despised.” A quartette was then given by Miss 
Tidy, Mrs. Trett, Mr. J. T. Taylor, and Mr. A. 
Tucker, “Jesus died for us and rose again;” and 
the hymn, “Who is this so weak and helpless?” 
was alternately sung by the choir and congregation. 
After a short: prayer, Mr. Alexander Tucker gave a 








very effective rendering of the air, “ By Jesu’s grave.” 
“The Lost Chord” (Sullivan) was capitally played 
as a cornet solo by Mr. George Harlow. Miss Amy 
Wagstaff sang, with much feeling, ‘There is a green 
hill far away.” Dr. Parker delivered an original and 
amusing address on “ The New Genesis: or Moses 
made scientific.” Mrs. Parker and Miss Ada Rose 
sang ‘Vital Spark,” and the service was concluded 
with ‘‘ Onward, Christian soldiers.”"—-On Thursday, the 
17th ult,, the South London Choral Association gave the 
“Creation,” in connection with the usual Thursday 
concerts. Miss Emily Davies, Mr. Dyved-Lewys, and 
Mr. W. Bradford were the principals, The two former 
sang exceedingly well, and several of their solos would 
have been encored had encores been allowed. The 
choruses went with precision and vigour. Mr. L. C. 
Venables conducted, and Dr. H. W. Little presided at 
the organ. There was a very large audience. 

IsLincton.—Mr. H. Lee Snelling has been ap- 
pointed organist of Islington Chapel. 

KENTISH Town.—Mr. A. J. Hawkins, late of 
Finsbury Park, has been appointed organist of the 
Congregational Church. 

LEYTONSTONE.~—On Good Friday evening the choir 
of the Cann Hall Baptist Church, with professional 
assistance, effectively rendered Shinn’s oratorio, ‘‘ The 
Captives of Babylon,” in the chapel. The pastor, Mr. 
Ennals, stated that, in accordance with the reverential 
bearing of the service, there could be no loud applause. 
But the audience were unable to restrain an occasional 
burst of feeling; and if encores could have been per- 
mitted it was evident that several numbers would have 
been repeated. The solos were ably sung by Miss S. 
M. Pye (soprano), Mrs. Willsden (contralto), Mr. A. J. 
Bradley (tenor), Mr. C. Prickett (bass). In addition, 
Miss Ferreday, Miss Negus. Mr. Edwards, and Mr. 
Bowman (choir secretary), assisted in the trios and 
quartettes. The chorus of about fifty selected voices, 
under the ddton of Mr. Witney, choirmaster, sang 
with much spirit and precision; and the choruses, 
especially “The thunders of the Lord,” and “ By 
the waters of Babylon,” were greatly appreciated. 
The excellent orchestral accompaniments, led by Mr. 
F. Tipper, were in the hands of: rst violins, Mr. 
Norris, Mr. Martin, Miss Davies, Miss Ada Davies, 
Miss Drysdale, Mr. Bates: 2nd violins, Mr. G. Odell, 
Mr. Cassell, Master Sawle, Miss Ada Amey, Mr. 
Montague ; ’cello, Mr. C. S. Mundy; basso, Mr. E. 
Dudley ; flute, Mr. Bates; clarionet, Mr. G. Rodwell ; 
cornet, Mr. Piegrome; trombone, Mr. Geo. Odell; 
kettledrums, Mr. W. Barker; pianoforte, Mr. Thos. 
King (organist of the church); organ, Mr. E. C. Mobbs, 
Mr. Ennals hoped that the evening had been as full 
of joy and pleasure both to the performers, whom he 
heartily thanked, as to the large audience, whom he 
was gratified to see present. The service then closed 
by all rising and joining in the Doxology. 

MARYLEBONE.—On Monday evening, March 3Ist, the 
combined choirs of Marylebone Presbyterian Church 
and Brunswick Chapel gave a sacred concert in the 
church of the former. The chief item of the programme 
was Gaul’s cantata, entitled ‘The Holy City.” In 
the singing of the solos we specially noticed Madame 
Riechelman, Miss Lloyd, and Mr. Richards. The 
two former are well known to concert-goers. It is 
enough to say they sang as they usually do, with 
excellent taste and expression. The last-named has 
a bass voice of considerable power and compass, 
which he used with great judgment. Undoubtedly 
the most interesting part of the cantata is the choruses. 
With a choir of nearly seventy performers they were 
given with much vigour, and usually with considerable 
crispness and variety of expression, though at times 
we noticed a little unsteadiness on the part of the 
basses and tenors. The second part of the programme 
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comprised various sacred pieces. Mr. Riechelman’s 
Te Deum shows an excellent grasp of the principles 
of musical composition, and was very favourably 
received. We were specially struck with the excellent 
taste and execution of Mr. Gollmick, organist of 
Brunswick Chapel, who presided at the harmonium. 
In conclusion, we must congratulate Mr. Riechelman, 
who has achieved a decided success as conductor. 
It was a pleasant idea—whose-soever it was—to have 
friendly co-operation of this sort between two churches 
of different denominations. Dr. Fraser presided, and 
at the conclusion thanked the performers for their 
excellent music. We understand the proceeds are to 
assist in wiping off the debt on Marylebone Presbyterian 
Church. 


Op Forp.—An organ of remarkable richness of 
tone, and built by Mr. F. A. Slater of Bow, has been 
recently opened in the Wesleyan Chapel. The case 
is of bold and elegant design; the swell is very 
effective, and the tone and general working give 
the greatest satisfaction to the Organ Committee. 
The price was £150, including all incidental ex- 
penses. The great organ contains five stops, the 
swell six, with two on the pedals. 


REGENT’S PARK CHAPEL.—On March 27th, a grand 
concert was gived by the Regent’s Park Sacred Har- 
monic Society. The works performed were Spohr's 
“God, Thou art great,” and Sterndale Bennett's 
“Woman of Samaria ;” the principals being Mrs. Mary 
Davies, Miss Eleanor Rees, Mr. T. W. Turner, and Mr. 
F. H. Rose, with a full band led by Mr. Starr, and a 
chorus of about 150 voices. The first part of the pro- 
gramme consisted of the ‘ Occasional Overture ”—the 
tenor solo, “If with all your hearts,” given by Mr. T. W. 
Turner. ‘“ There is a green hill far away,” which was 
sung most beautifully by Miss Eleanor Rees, narrowly 
missed an encore, although the audience was a very 
cold one. The whole of the music was well rendered 
under the able dd¢on of Mr. J. L. Phillips. 


STOCKWELL. — On Tuesday, March 25th, the City 
Temple choir and orchestral band gave a concert in 
the Baptist Chapel (Rev. Arthur Mursell, pastor). 
Unfortunately the evening was wet; nevertheless the 
chapel was quite full. The programme consisted of 
pieces by the band, choruses, and part-songs by the 
choir, and songs by Mrs. Parker, Miss Lily Johnson, 
Miss Ashley, Miss Ada Rose, Miss Amy Wagstaff, 
Mr. Doble and Mr. J. T. Taylor, and a cornet solo by 
Mr. G. W. Harlow. 


PROVINCIAL. 


ALNWICK.—The fourth annual sacred concert of St. 
James’s choir was given in Pottergate Church on Good 
Friday night. This choir, which is composed of thirty 
voices, from year to year has taken up works of in- 
creased difficulty in order to place before the public a 
richer treat each year. A cantata always forms the 
chief and most attractive portion of the programme, and 
that chosen on the present occasion was “ Christ, the 
Shepherd King.” It is compiled from the best com- 
posers ofthe day. After ten weeks’ careful preparation 
the choir were able to surmount the technical difficulties 
and give the piece such a successful rendering as to 
crown all indications of the progress they have gradually 
made since Mr. Moir took ‘hae in hand. The work is 
descriptive of Christ’s life from His Nativity, to the 
Crucifixion, and ultimate Resurrection. The opening 
chorale was sung by the choir with remarkable round- 
ness of tone, while the choruses ‘‘ Sing to the Lord,” 
“And the glory,” from the “ Messiah,” and the Roman 
soldiers’ chorus, were also performed with firmness and 
precision. The duets were allotted to the Misses (2) 
Short and Proudlock, who acquitted themselves with 
commendable taste. The soloists included some of 


| 
the principal vocalists in the town, viz., Messrs. A. 





Moir, G. Bolam, D. Aitken, Misses Ferguson, Proudlock 
and Short. The solos were all capitally rendered, the 
obligato with vocal accompaniment and “The blind 
from Him,” by Miss Ferguson and Mr. Bolam, being 
fine. The second part was of a miscellaneous descrip- 
tion, and the items, which were as follow, were creditably 
performed :—Anthem, “O taste and see!” choir; solo, 
“The garden of prayer,” Mr. G. Bolam ; solo, ‘‘ Children 
of Israel,” Miss Ferguson (encored) ; quartette, ‘“ Lord, 
for Thy tender mercies’ sake ;” solo, ‘‘He wipes the 
tear,” Mr. D. Aitken; solo, ‘‘ Comfort ye,” Mr. A. Moir ; 
sanctus, ‘Holy, holy, holy!” choir. Miss Fittis with 
much taste presided at the organ, and Mr. A. Moir 
efficiently acted as conductor. 4 

BESSES (NEAR MANCHESTER).—On Sunday, the 6th 
ult., the Sunday School Anniversary Services were held 
in the Congregational Church. The Rev. W. M. Wes- 
terby, of Longsight, preached morning and evening, and 
in the afternoon gave an address to the scholars. A 
collection was made at each service in aid of the 
school funds. Special hymns were sung, and the 
choir gave the following pieces during the day :— 
Morning : Introit, “‘ Like as the hart ” (Vincent Novello) ; 
anthem, “I waited patiently for the Lord” (Berthold 
Tours); Offertory Sentences, Nos. 15 and 18 (Edmund 
Rogers). Evening: Introit, ‘Come unto Me, all ye 
that labour” (T° MaePattison) ; anthem, “ O God, Thou 
art my.God!” (Jackson) ; Offertory Sentences, Nos. 6 and 
7 (Edmund Rogers). The music was under the direction 
of Mr. Thomas Leaver, the organist and choirmaster. 

BOURNEMOUTH.—On Good Friday, in the Richmond 
Hill Congregational Church, the members of the 
Association of Nonconformist Choirs rendered Spohr’s 
“ Last Judgment” before a crowded audience, and in 
a praiseworthy manner. The Association is of only 
quite recent formation, so that the success of the 
performance was all the more creditable; and on the 
same account considerable latitude should be shown 
in criticising it, but with rare exceptions we have 
nothing but praise to bestow. Mr. B. Greek Stoneman, 
who 'acted as conductor, kept his choir well in hand. 
At the organ Mr. W. H. Hardick officiated with skill, 
and displayed a thorough study of the music, while it 
must have been no light thing for him to have under- 
taken so long and difficult a task, seeing that the organ 
was the only instrumental accompaniment, and that 
he was continuously engaged, with few intervals of 
rest. The choir was not a large one, hence in volume, 
perhaps, there was a little deficiency, but their render- 
ing of the choruses was, on the whole, excellent. This 
was particularly noticeable in “Lord God of Heaven 
and Earth,” and the solemn and powerful repetitions 
in “Destroyed is Babylon the mighty,” which was 
given with great force. The soloists were: Miss Wood 
(soprano), Mrs. Bull (contralto), Mr. F. H. Hankinson 
and Mr. H. G. McWilliam (tenors), and Mr. Toone 
(bass). Both the lady soloists were in good voice, and 
sang with correctness and feeling. The two tenors 
also took their parts well. Mr. F. Hankinson was 
heard to great advantage in the recitative, “ And lo! a 
mighty host of all nations,” and in the duet, “ Forsake 
me not in this dread hour,” in company with Miss 
Wood. This latter was one of the best pieces of the 
whole evenfng, and unusually sweet. Mr. H. G. 
McWilliam sang with considerable expression, and, 
indeed, both tenors were very successful. During the 
interval a collection was taken to defray the expenses 
incurred, both by the concert and in providing for 
the weekly rehearsals of the Nonconformist Choir 
Union. 

BRYNMAWR.—A very successful festival was held at 
Capel Mair on Good Friday, when there were crowded 
audiences. Mr. Lewis was the conductor. Several 


appropriate addresses were delivered. 
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BunGay.—On Good Friday the cantata, ‘ The Ruler’s 
Daughter,” was given in the Corn Hall by the Congre- 
gational Church choir, under the leadership of Mr. H. 
C. Botwright, the honorary organist. The accompani- 
ments were admirably played by Mrs. Sturgess and 
Miss F. Botwright on the piano, and by Mr. E. H. 
Wightman on the harmonium. There was a large and 
appreciative audience. The various solos were well 
sung by Mrs. W. Sturgess, Miss Debenham, Miss M. 
Brown, and Miss Botwright, and Messrs. C. Botwright, 
H. Charlish, and W. Sturgess (members of the choir), 
who all deserve unqualified praise. A word of com- 
mendation must be given the choir for the finished style 
with which they gave many of the choruses. The well- 
known G/o?ia from Mozart's ‘‘ Twelfth Mass” was sung 
with a vigour and precision which reflected great credit 
upon the conductor for the pains he must have bestowed 
upon the choir. 


CANTERBURY.—The members of the St. George’s 
Place Choral Society gave a sacred concert in the 
Schoolroom of the Baptist Chapel, on Thursday, the 
Ioth ult., in aid of the fund for building new classrooms, 
and erecting an organ. The soloists were Miss Alice 
Houlden and Miss Helen Muirhead, who sang in 
excellent style and were loudly applauded. The chorus 
consisted of about twenty-five voices, and gave a capital 
rendering of some choruses from the “ Messiah.” Mr. 
S. Walker presided at the American organ, and the 
concert was under the conductorship of Mr. H. J. 
Houlden. 


CLITHEROE.—Mr. W. Bennett, the organist of the 
Congregational Church, has received a silver inkstand 
and ornamental mirror on resigning his post. Mrs. 
Bennett received a cruet-stand. 


CoGGESHALL.—A new organ has been opened in the 
Baptist Chapel. 


FRoME.—On Good Friday evening the ‘ Messiah” 
was given in the Wesleyan Chapel, under the direction 
of Mr. J. Grant, the organist. The principals were : Miss 
Annie Lea, Miss Bessie Grant, Mr. C. W. Fredericks, 
and Mr. D. Harrison—the two latter creating a most 
favourable impression. The chorus, numbering about 
ninety voices, sang exceedingly well. A small band 
accompanied, but Mr. H. Millington at the organ ren- 
dered efficient help in filling up—Mr. W. B. Harvey 
gave a very useful and interesting address upon 
“Church Music” at the Congregational Tea Meeting 
held in Zion Chapel on the roth ult. 


GUILDFORD.—The members and friends of the Con- 
gregational Church Choir gave a concert on Thursday, 
March 2oth, in the large lecture hall at the side of the 
church in aid of the choir fund. The work selected for 
the first part of the programme was Roeckel’s “ Miriam,” 
a really pretty and effective though not very difficult 
cantata, which was given by a chorus and orchestra of 
sixty-five performers. The soprano and contralto solos 
‘were finely rendered by Miss Ada Le Maistre and Miss 
Le Maistre respectively, and the baritone solos were 
-well sustained by Mr. A. E. Edwin. The duet for 
-contralto and baritone, ‘God of our Fathers,” was 
-exceedingly well given, and called for well-deserved 
applause. The choruses were good, with one excep- 
tion. “ Night fell upon that humble home,” in which the 
tenors were noticeably poor and rather flat, and con- 
sequently marred the effect of this really pretty chorus. 
The basses, who did their best also, were not nearly 
strongenough. Withia choir of fifty voices seven basses 
can hardly be expected to give a good foundation such 
.as all the choruses needed. Mr. H. Coulson, the con- 
ductor, wielded the dd¢on vigorously and cleverly, and 
to him and the energetic hon. secretary of the choir, 
Mr. T. Hextall, much praise is due for the highly 
satisfactory way everything was carried out. At the 








same time, far greater success might be achieved if the 
conductor would give more attention to the cultivation 
of the voices, particularly the male voices, amongst 
whom improvement might be made with a little careful 
training. Mr. F. D. Morford was leader of the 
orchestra, Miss Apted admirably presiding at the piano 
and Mr. Furlong at the American organ. In Part II. 
the orchestra performed the overtures ‘Couronne 
dor” and “ Tancredi” in good style, which were well 
received by the audience. Miss Le Maistre gave 
Trotere’s “In Old Madrid ” in fine voice, and Miss Ada 
Le Maistre’s ‘‘ Dear Heart” (Mattei) was much appre- 
ciated, as was their duet, the “ Venetian Boat Song,” 
(Blumenthal), which, was re-demanded. The cantata 
proved very attractive, as it drew a far larger audi- 
ence than the large hall was capable of accommo- 
dating ; for although the aisles and back of the hall 
were packed as closely as possible some hundred 
or more friends who were unable to arrive before 
the commencement of the programme were obliged ‘to 


| go away disappointed. The collection for the choir 


fund proved larger than the previous “ best on record.” 


HALIFAX.—A fine three-manual organ is now being 
built by Mr. James J. Binns, of Bramley, near Leeds, 
for the Sion Congregational Church. The instrument 
will contain thirty-nine stops. 


HorRNSEA.—The usual musical service was held in 
the Congregational Church on Easter Sunday afternoon, 
when there was a crowded congregation, who seemed 
to thoroughly enjoy the music. The opening hymn was 
“ Christ, the Lord, is risen again,” followed by prayer. 
Passages from Exodus were then sung to a double 
chant in A by Mr. Clark-Morrison: The first anthem 
was “Christ is risen” (Goss), to which the choir did 
full justice ; the next item being a new anthem by Mr. 
Clark-Morrison, ‘‘Some trust in chariots.” It is a 
spirited little composition, commencing with a soprano 
solo, followed by a chorus. Miss Burn undertook the 
solo, which she sang fairly well, the choir taking up the 
chorus with good effect. We congratulate Mr, Clark- 
Morrison upon his composition, and trust it will meet 
with the success it deserves. After this came Beethoven’s 
“ Hallelujah.” The duet, ‘“ Come, ever-smiling Liberty ” 
(Handel), sung by Miss Burn and Miss M. Hall, was 
remarkably well rendered. Then followed the quartettes 
and choruses from the “ Messiah.” The choruses were 
admirably sung. ‘Lord God of Abraham,” from 
“Elijah,” was ably given by Mr. W. Gibson. The 
concluding anthem was Barnby’s “Break forth into 
joy.” To the final hymn, “Crown Him Lord of all,” 
the large congregation did full justice. Mr. J. W. 
Stevens led a small band of his pupils. Mr. Clark- 
Morrison accompanied on the organ, and to him must 
be attributed much of the success of the service. 


HounsLow.—The seventh festival service of the 
Thames Valley Nonconformist Choir Association was 
given in the Independent Chapel, Hanworth Road, on 
Tuesday evening, the Ist ult. This proved very success- 
ful both in point of attendance and performance. The 
choir, which numbered about seventy voices, was under 
the able and experienced conductorship of Mr. F. W. 
Hidden, organist of the chapel, while Mr. H. C. Hidden, 
the organist of the Isleworth Congregational Church, 
presided with marked ability at the organ. The most 
notable items rendered were the Anthem by Dr. Garrett, 
“The Lord is loving unto every man,” Dykes’ fine Zz 
Deum, in F, and Stainer’s “‘ Sevenfold Amen,” the last of 
which ended the service. The Psalms were also given 
to Anglican chants, and several hymns were sung from 
the “ Ancient and Modern” collection. The whole of 
these were performed in a manner which betokened 
much careful training, and it is evident that this 
association is doing an excellent work in raising the 
artistic tone of the music used in the Nonconformist 
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places of worship in the district. An address on this 
subject was delivered by the Rev. W. R. Bevan, and 
among the other ministers who took part in the pro- 
ceedings were the Rev. R. Mobbs, the Rev. J..Sheward, 
of Isleworth, and the Rev. J. Edwards, of Brentford. 


HUCKNALL TORKARD.—“ Christ and His Soldiers,” 
composed by John Farmer, and conducted by him, was 
recently given in the Congregational Church, in aid of 
the organ fund. 

LrEpDs.—A concert was recently given in the school- 
room connected with East Parade Congregational 
Chapel, Leeds, in aid of the chapel choir fund. There 
was a numerous attendance, the room being filled. ‘The 
chief item in the programme was Carter’s sacred 
cantata, “ Placida” (the Christian Martyr), a happy selec- 
tion, admirably rendered. “ Placida” is characterized 
by much tenderness and religious feeling, and abounds 
with melodious solos, duets, and choruses. The 
several characters were represented as follows :—Nero 
(Emperor of Rome), Mr. C. R. Knowles; Metellus (a 
patrician), Mr. W. Parkin; Rufus (his friend), Mr. G. 
Riley ; Fabian (a Christian priest), Mr. Dan Billington ; 
Placida (Metellus’s daughter), Miss A. Woods; Bertha 
(her slave), Mrs. Trenam. It is almost unnecessary to 
say that the three last-named took their parts in an 
accomplished style, and raised the concert above the 
ordinary level; but the artistic success of the evening 
was not due entirely to the painstaking efforts of these 
cultured artists. Mr. Parkin and Mr. Riley, possessing 
sweet tenor voices, rendered able service, as did also 
Mr. Knowles ; and the choir won much favour under the 
direction of the choirmaster, Mr. T. Thompson. Mr. 
Mr. W. N. Hudson (chapel organist) accompanied on 
the piano, and Mr. A. F. Briggs on the American organ, 
rendering excellent service by their judicious efforts. 
The rest of the programme, forming the second part, 
was composed of part-songs by the choir, song and a 
duet by Mrs. Trenam and Mr. Billington, and an instru- 
mental duet by Messrs. Briggs and Hudson. 


Lriston.—Mr. W. Prior has been presented with a 
marble timepiece as a recognition of his services in 
connection with the fraternity at the Congregational 
Church. 


LivERPooL.—On Monday, .the 7th ult., under very 
auspicious circumstances, Mr. W. E. Woodhall, the excel- 
lent organist of the Prince’s Avenue Primitive Methodist 
Church, was married to Miss Burrows, a worthy and 
working member of the church. Being general favourites, 
a large congregation assembled to witness the ceremony 
and tender their good wishes to the happy pair. The 
assistant organist (Mr. W. Handly) played the “ Wed- 
ding March.” After the wedding breakfast the bride 
and bridegroom left for Llandudno.—Very recently a 
scene similar to the above was presented in the above 
church on the occasion of the marriage of Mr. Franks to 
Miss Litt, a much-esteemed member of the choir. 


LOUGHBOROUGH.—A new organ, costing £450, has 
been erected in the Woodgate Baptist Chapel. 


MatLock BANK.—The choir of the Congregational 
Church gave ‘The Captives of Babylon,” by Geo. 
Shinn, in the church, on Thursday evening, the Ioth ult. 
The solos were efficiently sung by Mrs. Fearon, Miss 
Lizzie Beck, Mr. H. Roberts, Mr. Davis and Mr. Wall, 
members of the choir. Mr. Allen conducted. Miss 
Dell presided at the piano, and Mr. Turton at the 
organ. The cantata was thoroughly enjoyed by a large 
audience, and the collection realized £8 8. o}d. 


NEWMARKET.— On Good Friday evening there was 
an organ recital and sacred concert in the Congregational 
Church. Mr. E. Minshall presided at the organ. Miss 
Saunders, R.A.M., who possessesa rich contralto voice, 
gave an admirable rendering of “ There is a green hill,” 














Dalziel and Miss Kirby also sang with much acceptance 
to the large audience. The choir gave two anthems. 


NorwicH.—On Thursday, March 2oth, a recital of 
sacred music was given in the Unthank’s Road Baptist 
Church, under the auspices of the literary class con- 
nected with this place of worship. The programme 
consisted of vocal solos, organ solos, and a series of 
hymns and anthems (selected from the Congregational 
Church Hymnal) by the choir; indeed, it may. be said 
that the entire programmé was sustained by the latter 
body, assisted by a few friends, the whole being under 
the leadership of Mr. W. L. Palmer, the able organist 
and choirmaster. The rendering of the anthems and 
hymns reflected great credit alike on choir and leader, 
all of them being sung with care and expression, 
though special mention may be made of the anthem, 
“The radiant morn” (H. H. Woodward), this being 
most effectively given. Miss Dakin sang ‘O Lord, 
correct me!” with much feeling ; and Mr. John Lincoln 
effectively contributed two solos. Mr. Harry Mase, of 
Diss, also rendered two solos, ‘Song of Boaz,” from 
Gaul’s “ Ruth,” and “ A new heaven and a new earth,” 
from Gaul’s “‘ Holy City,” the choral sanctus occurring in 
the last-named being impressively supplied by the 
choir. Both of these solos were rendered by Mr. Mase 
with great taste and power; and the same praise may 
be fully accorded to Miss Martha Mase for her render- 
ing of the solo, ‘Lord, we pray Thee.” The organ 
solos and accompaniments were all admirably played 
by Mr. Palmer, whose rendering of the ‘ Marché des 
Jacobins ” was especially good. 


OPENSHAW.—A service of song, entitled ‘“ Gems 
from the Life of John Ashworth,” was ably given in the 
Wesleyan Chapel, Grey Mare Lane, on Sunday after- 
noon, March 30th, when there was a good congregation. 
The Rev. G. E. Sheers was reader, “Mr. J: G. B. Cluff 
organist, and Mr. S. Kaye conductor. The collection 
was in aid of the chapel fund. 


SALE(CHESHIRE).—On Thursday evening, March 27th, 
an interesting sacred concert was given in Trinity 
Wesleyan Chapel, by the members of the choir, 
assisted by several members of the Chorlton Road 
(Manchester) Congregational choir and others. The 
first part of the programme consisted of Sullivan’s 
oratorio, ‘‘The Prodigal Son.” The choir was pretty 
evenly balanced, and the choruses showed evidence 
of careful training, the expression marks being well 
observed. The Misses Paterson sang with an un- 
affected and charming grace and refinement, Mr. J. 
R. Baines sang the tenor music with great taste, 
although it was evident that he was suffering from a 
very severe cold. Mr. E. C. K. Walter (bass) gave the 
father’s part with the necessary dramatic force. But 
perhaps the most enjoyable item. in this part was the 
quartet, ‘‘The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a 
contrite heart.” The last chorus went best of any in 
the oratorio. The second part consisted of miscel- 
laneous sacred music. Mr, Platt played two organ 
solos, Batiste’s well-known “Andante in G” and a 
“Fanfare” by Lemmens. Miss Madeline Paterson 
sang Gounod’s “Glory to Thee, my God, this night,” 
and Miss Muriel Paterson his better known “The 
King of Love.” We need not say that both were well 
given, and Miss Muriel Paterson and Mr. Baines sang 
an excerpt from Stainer's ‘ Daughter of Jairus,” ‘“ Love 
Divine.” Mr. Baines also rendered Coenen’s ‘‘Come 
unto Me,” embodying the hymn “I heard the voice of 
jm say.” The Misses Paterson sang the duet, “O 
ovely peace!” in splendid style. The choral gem of 
the whole evening was Sullivan’s “Evening Hymn” 
(from the “ Golden Legend”), and the choir (unaccom- 
panied) sang it very well indeed. They also gave very 
creditably Attwood’s anthem, “They that go down to. 
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Yhe sea;” the “ Amen” chorus concluding a very enjoy- 
able evening. Great credit is due to Mr. Thomas 
Ashworth, the choirmaster of Trinity Chapel, for his 
careful training. Mr. E. C. K. Walter (organist of 
Chorlton Road Church) played the organ accompani- 
ments to several of the songs in the second part. 


SALTAIRE.—A new organ has been placed in the 
Congregational Church, at a cost of £700. 


SPEEN (Bucxks).—On Easter Monday the choir of the 
Baptist Chapel, assisted by numerous friends, gave a 
spirited rendering of Ward’s new oratorio, the “ Pro- 
digal Son,” to a crowded audience. A small orchestra 
(which included the composer) played the accompani- 
ments. The solos were given with good expression, 
while the choruses were sung with a precision showing 
careful rehearsal, the whole being under the ddfon of 
Mr. W. Plumridge. 


TRuRO.—The Easter services at Bethesda Congre- 
getional Church were very bright and attractive. The 
pulpit, lectern, font, and choir were very prettily deco- 
rated with primroses and moss. The Rev. J. F. Hooper, 
B.D., preached, the subject of his evening’s sermon 
being ‘‘ The Story of Easter.” The choir rendered the 
musical portions in an efficient manner, singing Oakley’s 
Te Deum and Bunnett’s anthem, “ If we believe,” in the 
morning ; and Bunnett’s Maguificat in F, and Monk's 
anthem, “ The Lord is my strength,” in the evening. 


WELLINGBOROUGH.—On Good Friday Farmer's sacred 
oratorio, entitled ‘Christ and His Soldiers,” was per- 
formed at the Corn Exchange by the Congregational 
choir, assisted by the members of the Congregational 
brass band, The band and chorus numbered 100, and 
the chief vocal soloists were Mrs. Huckson, Miss 
Tirrell, Miss Chamberlain, Mr. F. C. Robinson, Mr. W. 
Goodey, and Mr. J. E. Ekins. Miss Clara Simcoe pre- 
sided at the organ, and Mr. Maurice Child played the 
harmonium, Mr. H. D. Turner, organist at the Congre- 
gational Church, undertaking the duties of conductor. 
A special platform erected for the accommodation of 
the performers was prettily relieved with plants, sup- 
plied by Messrs, H. E. and W. Lack. The sopranos 
were distinguished by a pink bow on the right shoulder, 
and the contraltos by a blue ribbon on the left shoulder, 
the ladies being attired in white apparel. The front of 
the orchestra was relieved with drapery, and the whole 
presented a very pleasing appearance. The perform- 
ances throughout the evening were of a talented descrip- 
tion, the choruses being rendered in a very spirited and 
precise manner. The conductor, Mr. Turner, appeared 
for the first time as the conductor of the choir, and was 
successful in keeping the performers well inhand. The 
band rendered most valuable service, there being 
abundant evidence of rising talent among its members ; 
whiie all the soloists acquitted themselves admirably. 
—The Corn Exchange is overcrowded every Sunday 
evening at the special musical services given by the 
choir and band. These services are held after the usual 
service, and consist of anthems, solos, and popular 
hymns. The movement has been a wonderful success. 


WEsTBURY.—Miss Chapman, organist of the Wes- 
leyan Chapel, has been presented with a purse of 
sovereigns on resigning her post. ; 


WESTGATE-ON-SEA.—A pleasant social gathering of 
the members and congregation of Christ Church took 
place recently. The special feature of the meeting was 
the presentation from the choir to Mrs. Blandford of 
three volumes of the “Classical Organist” (by J. B 
Stone), given as a token of their love and esteem ;” and 
to Miss Blandford of a lady's portable dressing case, 
beautifully fitted up, in recognition of her work in train- 
ing the junio: choir. Mr. Bridgman Smith, in an ap- 
propriate and kindly speech, expressed on his own 
behalf as a chorister, and also on behalf of the choir, 








his appreciation of the work during the last four years 
in connection with the service of song in the church; 
and referred to the pleasant and kindly relations sub- 
sisting hetween the organist and choir, which now 
numbered upwards of thirty members. He likewise 
mentioned his extreme pleasure at the gift to Miss 
Blandford for her labours in the Sunday School, in 
connection with the singing, for her earnest and per- 
severing work as the secretary. Music, singing, reci- 
tations, and various games pleasantly filled up the 
evening, which was brought to a close by the singing 
of a hymn and prayer, offered by the Rev. Samuel King, 
of West Norwood. 


WESTON-SUPER-MARE. The choir at Wadham Street 
Chapel gave an excellent rendering of “‘ The Captives 
of Babylon,” on the 2nd ult. The soloists, with two 
exceptions, were members of the choir, and upon the 
whole they did remarkably well. The choruses were 
excellently rendered, thanks to the care of the con- 
ductor, Mr. F. T. Gargett. Miss Fanny Jones (at the 
piano) and Mr. C. Louch (at the American organ) 
accompanied throughout. 


WINCHESTER.—On Wednesday, March 26th, an organ 
recital and sacred concert was given in the Congre- 
gational Church in aid of the organ fund. Mr. E. 
Minshall presided at the organ. Miss Mary Hutton 
and Miss Midwinter were the vocalists. The former 
gave an excellent rendering of “ There is a green hill,” 
“He was despised,” and “O rest in the Lord!” and 
the latter was loudly applauded after singing “ The 
Star of Bethlehem.” The choir sang three anthems. 
There was a crowded audience. 


Correspondence, 





(We shall be glad to receive communications from any of our 
readers on questions likely to be of general interest.) 





A GREAT WANT FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 
To the Editor of TH& NONCONFORMIST MUSICAL JOURNAL, 


Sir,—As most of your readers are doubtless more 
or less directly engaged in musical work in Non- 
conformist Churches, it is probable that, from time 
to time, they are brought into contact with Sunday 
Schools at the time of their anniversaries, or other 
festivals. If their experience has been at all like 
my own, they will. have generally found a great diffi- 
culty in procuring music at all suitable for these 
occasions. I know that a vast quantity of music 
has been published for this purpose, and I have 
waded through a good deal of it, but hitherto with- 
out much success. The bulk of it is of the Moody and 
Sankey type, and consequently about as unsuitable 
for children as music can well be. I believe in 
“training up a child in the way he should go” in 
matters musical, as well as moral and spiritual. It 
is truly pitiful to see the training in this respect 
that many children get immediately preceding their 
annual festivals. 1 have carefully watched several 
schools for some years, and it has been painful to 
see -the utter trash brought forward from time to 
time as Anniversary Music. 

I have no wish to go into any criticism of this 
class of music; my object is to ask whether some- 
thing cannot be done to supply this real want, and 
I beg to throw out the following suggestion in the 
hope that the matter may not only be well consi- 
dered, but lead to some practical conclusion. 

That there be started the periodical publication 
of Hymns and Tunes suitable for the Anniversary, 
Flower Service, and other Festivals connected with 
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our Sunday Schools; also of Anthems, chiefly in 
unison, with organ accompaniment. I suggest unison 
anthems because these are scarce, are more easily 
learnt, and would be useful in places where the 
ordinary four-part anthems cannot be taken. 

I cannot but think that there are many men of 
talent who would be willing to contribute to a work 
so necessary, and having so great an educational 
value as this; nor can I doubt that it would meet 
with anything but encouragement and success at the 
hands of those for whose use it would be chiefly 


designed.—I am, etc., 
W. H. HOWE. 
SoutH ArrRica: March 24th, 1890. 





A IMPROVED ACCIDENTAL. 
To the Editor of THE NONCONFORMIST MUSICAL JOURNAL. 


DEAR SirR,—I think I can give you a more amus- 
ing version of the capital story in your last number, 
as follows :— 

SceENE: A chapel where the hymns used to be 
given out (and sung) line by line. 

Minister (the pulpit candles not having been lighted) 
loq.: ‘‘ My eyes are dim, I cannot see.” 

Congregation: ‘‘ My eyes are dim, I cannot see.” 

Minister : ‘1 speak of mine infirmity.” 

Congregation: ‘1 speak of mine infirmity.” 

Minister : “1 only said, ‘My eyes are dim.’ 

Congregation: “1 only said my eyes are dim.” 

Minister : ‘1 did not mean to sing a hymn.” 

Congregation ; “1 did not mean to sing.a hymn.” 

Yours very truly, 
E. H. MANNERING. 


Reviews. 


” 








The Lyric Psalter. Psalms and other portions of the 
Holy Scriptures arranged for chanting, and selected 
chiefly from the Revised Version. (Hime & Addison, 
Manchester. Cloth, 1s. 6¢.)—This Psalter, which con- 
tains 130 selections, and is published without music, 
has been most carefully prepared. The method of 
pointing adopted is clear and good, and ought to be 
helpful to congregations. The instructions given in the 
Preface are very definite. The type is bold, and the 
volume is very neatly got up. 


Crossing the Bar. Song by Philip G. Scorey. 
(Weekes & Co., 14, Hanover Street, W. 45.)—A 
tasteful setting of Tennyson’s words. 


Fifty Short Melodies for the harmonium or American 
organ. By George H. Swift. (Alphonse Cary, 87, 
Oxford-Street, W. 15. 6d.)—Very suitable for beginners. 


i 


The notes are printed in bold type. €é 

Abide with me. Song, Duet, and Quartett. Music 
by Charles Darnton. (J. Curwen & Sons, 8 & 9, 
Warwick Lane, E.C. 1s. 6d. net.)—The song opens 
with a solo for a contralto voice. The duet with 
soprano commences with the verse, “I need Thy 
presence,” and the quartett with the words “I fear 
no foe.” It is a well-written composition, and very 
suitable for use in service. 

Praise the Lord, O my soul! By James Batchelder. 
(Forsyth Brothers, 272A, Regent Circus, W. 3d. net.)— 
A simple but effective anthem, comprising three short 
choruses, a soprano solo, and duet for soprano and 
contralto. 

Sonata in F Major. For Piano and Violin, by 
Erskine Allon. (The London Music Publishing Co., 








54, Great Marlborough Street. 2s. 6d. net.)—We are 
glad to note the progress this young composer is 
making. This sonata is certainly the best thing he 
has written. Violinists will find it a very useful 
addition to their répertoire. 


The Organist Quarterly Journal, part \xxxvi—An 
excellent and without doubt a popular number. 








Co Correspondents. 


F. C.—No, not just at present, 

W. L.—Next nionth. 

C. J.—It should be a crotchet. 

H, B.—Handel’s Concerts, No. 2. 

W. W. G.—Apply to Novello. 

L. D.—(1) Yes. (2) Yes. (3) No. 

R. M.—It is still copyright. 

‘The following are thanked for their letters: A. F. 
pwr T. B. (Birmingham), S. T. (Norwich), L. T. 
Leamington), S. F. (Derby), J H. (Dulwich), J. S. 
omen W. T. (Highgate), R. E. (Bristol), N. W. 
Banbury), E. D, (Durham). 











Staccato Motes. 


A VERY good performance of Dr. Bridge’s ‘“ Rock 
of Ages” and “The Mount of Olives” (Beethoven) 
was recently given by the Crystal Palace Choir. 

THE “ Teachers’ Registration Bill” is to be intro- 
duced again for consideration in Parliament. 

A WELSH Cantata, entitled “Gwen,” written by 
Mr. Haydn Parry (son of Dr. Joseph Parry, of 
Swansea), has been performed at the Guildhall 
School. 

ABOUT 15,000 people attended the Great Assembly 
Hall during the four days of the Easter Musical 
Festival. 

Sir CHARLEs and Lapy HALLE left for Australia 
on the rath ult. 

NUMEROUS performances of the “Messiah” were 
given on Good Friday. 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON Organ Recitals are now being 
given at the Albert Hall. 

SOME anxiety has been occasioned by the continued 
absence of M. Saint Saene from Paris. He has, how- 
ever, turned up at the Canary Islands. 

THE Young People’s Orchestral Concerts arranged by 
Mr. Henschel commenced on the 16th ult. 


THE Carl Rosa Opera season at Drury Lane has com- 
menced. 








Accidentals. 

SomE scientist has been translating the songs of our 
childhood into the language of the learned. The little 
piping rhyme beginning, “ Twinkle, twinkle, little star,” 
has been changed into this rhetorical blast from the 


trombone :— 
Scintillate, scintillate, globule vivific ; 
Fain would I fathom thy nature specific, 
Loftily poiséd in ether capacious, 
Strongly resembling a gem carbonaceous, 





THE merits of a new church organ were thus de- 
scribed by a local paper: ‘The swell died away in 
a delicious suffocation, like one singing a sweet song 
under the bedclothes.” 








